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are coughed up into the mouth. Since pigs do not expectorate, the young growing worms are re-swallowed and carried back into the intestines where they complete their growth. It requires about ten days to two weeks for the worms to make the round trip to the lungs and back into the intestines, developing into a full-grown worm in about two and one-half months.
If a small pig received only one exposure to the worm eggs in the infected hog lot, it is probable that no serious results would follow. It is only after continual reinfection dozens of times each day that the animal begins to show the effects of the incessant irritation caused by the worms' passage through the lungs. This unending procession of immature round-worms through the lungs sets up an inflammation which results in coughing and possibly pneumonia.
Symptoms of worms in young pigs
11 the little pig is permitted to have the run of an infected hog lot, it will not be long before the preliminary signs are observed. The pig may be almost any age up to four months. Older pigs may be infected, but these cases are relatively rare, at least they do not cause serious losses. The small pig is the one to be watched.
At first the affected pig may show evidence of falling a little behind his brothers and sisters in the same litter. Several pigs in the litter may be seriously affected at the same time and appear to go backward rather than grow normally. The worms, as they pass from the intestines into the bloodvessels and thence into the lungs, may carry germs on their bodies which often lead to an infection of the lungs. The little fellow breathes irregularly and the owner usually thinks the animal is suffering from "thumps." Thumps has long been considered to be the result of over-feeding or too close confinement. It is probable that nine out of ten cases of so-called thumps in small pigs are in reality nothing more than the lung stage of the common intestinal round-worm. Along with a cough, the eyes frequently